A Century of Eugenics on Our Borders: Centennial of the Johnson-Reed Act /
US Border Patrol
Online symposium, 27t — 28t May

Context... On May the 27th-28th we -
will be holding a 2-day symposium | A Century of Eugenics on our Borders:
focusing on the theme of

. . . Centennial of the Johnson-Reed Act / US Border Patrol
Immigration, and Eugenics, to mark

the centennials of the passing of the online symposium
Johnson-Reed Immigration Act of
1924, the subsequent establishing of 27t-28 May
the US Border Patrol force a few
days later, and a week or so later the Click here to find out more

passing of the Indian Citizenship Act.

These are not just key moments from
a century ago, these are moments
that were to shape the demographics
and look of America for decades to
come, with  significant global
ramifications, the consequences of
which are still very felt around the
world. And today, in a world where
refugees are being dehumanised at
an unprecedented level, where
savage cruelty and suffering on
borders across the world is being
wilfully  ignored, and  where
domestically theories like Great
Replacement are being normalised
politically and socially across the
world to such deadly effect, this
significant centennial moment cannot [N,
be consigned to chapters in history.
Rather they must serve as lessons and warnings for how eugenic theories and doctrines has
so rapidly resurfaced and been parroted and embraced by politicians, media and the broader
public today.

FROM SMALL

To mark these anniversaries, From Small Beginnings... in collaboration with CRASH (Canada
Region Anti-Eugenic Scholarship Hub) and ELEP (Eugenic Legacies Education Project), will
be pulling together a virtual symposium that over two days will look at surfacing these eugenic
histories and their long legacies, but will also focus on how these ideas and policies play out
in our current climate, and attempt to elevate the inspiring work that is being done by scholars,
activists and artists to confront these long legacies. A key emphasis of the symposium will be
not just on the importance of looking back to understand where we are at today, but on looking
forward at how we as a global community might look to disrupt this alarming trajectories of
eugenic thinking in immigration policy and attitudes, and build towards a more ethical,
equitable and sustainable approach in its place.

Image in poster taken from “Border Door”, 1988. Free standing workable door installed on the
Mexico/USA border. Artist: Richard A. Lou / Photo Credit: James Elliott

To register please use the following link



http://www.fromsmallbeginnings.org/
https://www.anti-eugenics.ca/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/teaching-learning/professional-development/eugenics-legacy-education-project-elep-0
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/0d386068-5b20-4dd7-a251-7bb2b3478532@1faf88fe-a998-4c5b-93c9-210a11d9a5c2

Schedule for the event (click on panel title to find out more)...

DAY ONE

MONDAY THE 27™ OF MAY
4-8.30pm UK / 12-4.30pm AT / 11am-3.30pm ET / 10am-2.30pm CDT / 8am-12.30pm PT

Keynote: Connecting the Dots to Build a More Just and Equitable Future for All
Participant: Marielena Hincapie
4-4.40pm/12-12.40pm AT/11-11.40am ET/10-10.40am CDT/8-8.40am PT

Eugenic histories and presents in immigration and the Johnson-Reed Act
Participants: Michell Chresfield, Maddalena Marinari, Janet Ward and Daniel Meister
4.55-6pm/12.55-2pm AT/11.55-1pm ET/10.55-12am CDT/8.55-10am PT

Immigration and Eugenic Ableism
Participants: Jay Dolmage and Karen Soldatic
6.15-7.10pm/2.15-3.10pm AT/1.15-2.10pm ET/12.15-1.10pm CDT/10.15-11.10am PT

Eugenics, Indigenous Displacement and Migration: Indian Citizenship Act
Participants: Nicole Burns, Angela Gonzales, Kerri J. Malloy and Sandra Sanchez
7.25-8.30pm UK/3.25-4.30pm AT/2.25-3.30pm ET/1.25-2.30pm CDT/11.25am-12.30pm PT

DAY TWO

TUESDAY THE 28™ OF MAY
4-10pm UK / 12pm-6pm AT / 11am-5pm ET / 10am-4pm CDT / 8am-2pm PT

Population Bomb, The Great Replacement Theory and Pronatalism
Participants: Rajani Bhatia, Marcy Darnovsky, Anne Hendrixson, Emily Merchant and Lisa
Ikemoto
4-5.05pm UK/12pm-1.05pm AT/11am-12.05pm ET/10-11.05am CDT/8-9.05am PT

Eugenics and Immigration across Latin America
Participants: Pietra Diwan, Carlos Gigoux, Cristina Gomes, Patricia Martuscelli and
Fernanda Rosa
5.20-6.25pm UK/1.20-2.25pm AT/12.20-1.25pm ET/11.20-12.25pm CDT/9.20-10.25am PT

Title 42 and Eugenics on the Mexico / US Border
Participants: Geoff Boyce, Miroslava Chavez-Garcia, Alvaro Huerta and Carlos Martinez
6.40-7.45pm UK/2.40-3.45pm AT/1.40-2.45pm ET/12.40-1.45pm CDT/10.40-11.45am PT

Immigration, Anti-Eugenics and the Arts
Participants: Lucia Cuba, Hannah Entwisle, Liz Hingley, Richard Lou, Francesco Mazzarella,
Neelam Raina and Adiam Yemane
8-9.25pm UK/4-5.25pm AT/3-4.25pm ET/2-3.25pm CDT/12pm-1.25pm PT

Key Takeaways and Confronting Eugenics in Immigration Moving Forward
Participants: Miroslava Chavez-Garcia, Lucia Cuba, Pietra Diwan, Jay Dolmage, Marielena
Hincapie and Alvaro Huerta
9.35-10pm UK/5.35-6pm AT/4.35-5pm ET/3.35-4pm CDT/1.35-2pm PT
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Abstracts and Biographies...

Connecting the Dots to Build a More Just and Equitable Future for All
4-4.40pm / 12-12.40pm AT / 11-11.40am ET / 10-10.40am CDT / 8-8.40am PT

Marielena Hincapie

Connecting the Dots to Build a More Just & Equitable Future for All

As we commemorate the shameful histories and profound impact of the Johnson-Reed Immigration Act of
1924, the creation of the U.S. border patrol, and the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924 over the last century,
Marielena calls on us to connect the dots from the last century to what is happening today at a time of
increased migration across the globe. Weaving in her personal story of her family's migration from Colombia
and several decades of lawyering and activism, Marielena invites us all to the build a more just and equitable
world together.

Marielena Hincapié... is a Distinguished Immigration Fellow and Visiting Scholar at
Cornell's Immigration Law and Policy Program. She served as the executive director of the
Los Angeles-based National Immigration Law Center (NILC) and the NILC Immigrant Justice
Fund (IJF) until November 2022. Marielena began her tenure at NILC in 2000 as a staff
attorney leading the organization’s labor and employment program. During that time, she
successfully litigated law reform and impact-litigation cases dealing with the intersection of
immigration laws and employment/labor laws. As an immigrant from Colombia, Marielena
brings a bilingual and bicultural perspective to her work, advancing equity, justice, and
democracy. She serves as an advisor to Unbound Philanthropy and as a member of the Board of Trustees
for The David and Lucile Packard Foundation. She is writing a forthcoming book Becoming America: A
Personal History of A Nation’s Immigration Wars, under contract with Flatiron Books, an imprint of
Macmillan, in 2026. Marielena Hincapié is a nationally respected leader, legal and political strategist in the
social justice movement, and a leading voice in the national conversation on immigration. A seasoned
strategist and bridge builder, she co-led the transformational Immigrant Movement Visioning Process
resulting in a long-term vision grounded in racial, economic, and gender justice and equity. She co-chaired
the Biden-Sanders Unity Taskforce on Immigration. She helped lead the national conversation on the
essential role immigrants play in shaping the future of the US and safeguarding our democracy. She played
a key role in supporting youth leaders in the creation and successful implementation of Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and co-founded the Protecting Immigrant Families (PIF) coalition to address
the chilling effect the public charge rule had on children and families needing health, nutrition, housing, and
other safety net programs. She co-created the #ImmigrantsAreEssential cultural campaign, which won the
2021 Shorty Award for Best Integrated Campaign and the 2022 Gold Anthem Award for Civil and Human
Rights. Marielena Hincapié immigrated as a child from Medellin, Colombia, to Central Falls, Rhode Island
and grew up as the youngest in a family of 10 children. She earned her juris doctor degree from Northeastern
University School of Law.

Return to schedule




Eugenic histories and presents in immigration and the Johnson-Reed Act

4.55-6pm / 12.55-2pm AT / 11.55-1pm ET / 10.55-12am CDT / 8.55-10am PT
Panellists: Janet Ward, Michell Chresfield, Maddalena Marinari
Chair: Daniel Meister

Janet Ward Maddalena Marinari Michell Chresfield Daniel Meister

- “From Unwanted to Restricted: European immigration, Eugenics, and the 1924 Immigration Act” /
Maddalena Marinari

- Bloodlines and Borders: The Contemporary Legacies of the Johnson-Reed Act / Michell Chresfield

- (((Title to follow shortly))) / Janet Ward

- Panel chaired by Daniel Meister

ABSTRACTS AND BIOGRAHIES:

“From Unwanted to Restricted: European immigration, Eugenics, and the 1924 Immigration Act”

Italians and Eastern European Jews represented the two largest groups of new immigrants from Europe to
the United States at the turn of the twentieth century. Their arrival faced an immediate backlash from
Americans of northern European descent who regarded them as undesirable from the very beginning. The
arguments they used to call for restricting eastern and southern Europeans evolved from broad
socioeconomic critiques to eugenic justifications for their exclusion.

Maddalena Marinari... Professor in History; Peace Studies; and Gender, Women and
Sexuality Studies; Chair in History; and Research, Scholarship, and Creativity Faculty
Associate in John S Kendall Center. Dr. Marinari joined the history department at Gustavus
Adolphus College in the fall semester of 2015. She teaches a broad range of courses on
twentieth-century U.S. history, immigration history, American identity, U.S. in the world, and
world history. In the classroom, she seeks to empower students to look at U.S. history in a
global perspective, think critically about who makes history, and grapple with how the past
influences the present. Dr. Marinari also has an active research agenda. She has published
extensively on immigration restriction and immigrant mobilization, including articles published in the Journal
of Policy History, Journal of Gilded Age and Progressive Era, Social Science History, and Journal of
American Ethnic History. She is the author of Unwanted: Italian And Jewish Mobilization Against Restrictive
Immigration Laws, 1882-1965 and, along with Maria Cristina Garcia and Madeline Hsu, a co-editor of A
Nation of Immigrants Reconsidered: U.S. Society in an Age of Restriction, 1924-1965. She is the co-editor
with Erika Lee of a forthcoming special issue of the Journal of American History on the hundredth
anniversaries of the passage of the Emergency Quota Act of 1921 and the Immigration Act of 1924 and co-
editor with Maria Cristina Garcia of a second anthology, titled Whose America? U.S. Immigration Policy
since 1980 under contract with the University of Illinois Press. The Gustavus faculty recognized her
outstanding scholarly record with the 2021 Faculty Scholarly Accomplishment Award, the college's highest
honor for research. She is also an active public intellectual. She regularly gives public talks and has written




for media outlets like the Washington Post, Public Radio International, and MinnPost. She is one of the
scholars who created the #lmmigrationSyllabus, an online tool for anyone interested in understanding the
history behind current debates on immigration, and Immigrants in COVID America, a curated collection of
resources that chronicles the impact of the pandemic on migrant and refugee communities in the United
States. Her research for this project received funding from the Social Science Research Council. Lastly,
she is the president elect of the Immigration and Ethnic History Society. In recognition of her public
engagement, the Minnesota Campus Compact awarded her the Presidents’ Civic Engagement Leadership
Award in the spring of 2021.

Bloodlines and Borders: The Contemporary Legacies of the Johnson-Reed Act

This talk will explore the contemporary legacies of the Johnson Reed Act by analyzing right-wing anti-
immigration rhetoric that emphasizes the biological danger posed by certain immigrant populations.
Focusing on the prevalence of biological rhetoric, specifically that focused on blood discourse, alongside
documented cases of coerced sterilizations occurring in ICE detention facilities, this talk aims to underscore
how pro-natalist hereditarian ideology, central to contemporary anti-immigration discourse, illustrates the
enduring legacies of both the Johnson-Reed Act and the eugenics movement.

Michell Chresfield... is an assistant professor of African American history in the Africana
Studies and Research Center where her research and teaching focuses on Black and
Indigenous histories, the history of science and medicine, and the history of racial formation
and identity making in twentieth century America. She received her Bachelor's degree in
American Studies from the University of Notre Dame in 2008 and a Ph.D from Vanderbilt
University in 2016. Dr. Chresfield’s current book project, positioned at the intersections of
African American history, Native American Studies, and the history of science asks, “What
does it mean to be both Black and Native? And how does scientific knowledge mediate that
lived experience?” What Lies Between: Science and the Making of Native Identity in a Black and White
World, explores how communities of purported “red-white-black” ancestry, have worked with and against
the emergent sciences of the 20th century in order to make and challenge notions of identity and belonging.
Examining key episodes in the development of eugenics, blood group genetics, and modern-day DNA
testing, the book traces the historical and present-day use of medical and scientific diagnostics as an arbiter
of racial meaning. Although the communities at the center of my research wished to be recognized as Native
Americans, they were more commonly dismissed as “triracial isolates,” geographically isolated maroon
communities wishing to use the “Native” category as a means of escaping the stigma of blackness. This
dismissal underscores the American racial orthodoxy of hypodescent, whereby one drop of Black blood is
enough to render all other ancestry irrelevant. In What Lies Between, she argues that despite the wide
purchase of the one-drop rule, Native groups and the lawmakers, scientists, and bureaucrats tasked with
policing their identity functioned as coproducers in the formation of Black-Native identity and the shaping of
its public meanings. Dr. Chresfield’s writings have appeared in the Times Literary Supplement, the LA
Review of Books, and The Conversation, while her interviews have been highlighted on BBC Radio 4, The
Globalist, and BBC’s Women’s Hour. Her research has been funded by grants from the American
Philosophical Society, the Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities, and the British Academy. At
Cornell, she will teach courses on Black body politics, Black and Native histories, the history of reproduction,
as well as African American health and healing more broadly.

(Abstract and title to follow shortly)

Janet Ward... Brammer Presidential Professor of History and Faculty Fellow for Strategic
Initiatives (DFCAS) at the University of Oklahoma, is an American Council on Education
(ACE) Fellow with Yale University, working on global engagement and affiliated with Yale’s
Office of International Affairs. She is a member of the American Council of Learned Societies’




Leadership Institute for a New Academy (LINA) funded by the Mellon Foundation. Janet recently served as
OU’s inaugural Faculty Director of the Arts and Humanities Forum, and as Senior Associate Vice President
for Research and Partnerships; her professional service includes the immediate past Presidency of the
German Studies Association. She is an interdisciplinary scholar of urban studies, visual culture, and
European cultural history, and an affiliate faculty member in both Judaic & Israel Studies and International
& Area Studies at OU. Her fellowships and grants include awards from the ACLS, DAAD, Fulbright, Getty
Research Institute, NEH, Summer Institute for Israel Studies, and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.
She has served as an Executive Council member of the Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical
Association. Her monograph, Sites of Holocaust Memory, is forthcoming with Bloomsbury Academic; and
her volume, Fascism in America: Past and Present, coedited with Gavriel D. Rosenfeld, is forthcoming with
Cambridge University Press.

”

Daniel Meister (chair)... specializes in the history and politics of “race,” “whiteness,”
immigration and multiculturalism in Canada. His recently published book on these subjects,
The Racial Mosaic: A Pre-History of Canadian Multiculturalism, was a finalist for both the
2022 John W. Dafoe Book Prize and the L.R. Wilson Institute for Canadian History 2022
Wilson Book Prize. His current book project examines the history of multiculturalism as an
official policy in Canada, focusing on three pivotal moments: the announcement of the policy
in 1971, its enshrinement in the Charter in 1982 and the passage of the Multiculturalism Act
in 1988. Dr. Meister completed his PhD at Queen’s University, where he was awarded a
Joseph Armand Bombardier CGS Doctoral Fellowship, an Ontario Graduate Scholarship and a Graduate
Student Scholarship from the International Council for Canadian Studies. After teaching courses in History
and the Liberal Arts at Queen’s, where he was twice nominated for teaching awards, he was the recipient
of a Lillian Agnes Jones Fellowship at the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies. He then worked as a
Researcher at the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 and as an Instructor in the Department of
History and Politics at the UNBSJ. He is a co-founding editor of H-Biography, where he also serves as book
reviews editor and is a founding member of CRASH, the Canada Region Anti-Eugenics Scholarship Hub,
where he is currently the coordinator for the Atlantic region.

Return to schedule




Immigration and Eugenic Ableism

6.15-7.10pm / 2.15-3.10pm AT / 1.15-2.10pm ET / 12.15-1.10pm CDT / 10.15-11.10am PT
Panellist: Karen Soldatic
Chair: Jay Dolmage

Karen Soldatic Jay Dolmage (chair)

- Disabled Upon Arrival: Eugenic Immigration Histories / Jay Dolmage
- Disability and Immigration in Australia: A Past Still Present? / Karen Soldatic

ABSTRACTS AND BIOGRAPHIES:

Disabled Upon Arrival: Eugenic Immigration Histories

This will be an exploration of histories (and archaeologies) of immigration restriction in North America, as
a grounding and inspiration for ongoing eugenic immigration practices and colonial displacements.

Jay Dolmage... Jay is committed to disability rights in his scholarship, service, and teaching.
His work brings together rhetoric, writing, disability studies, and critical pedagogy. His first
book, entitled Disability Rhetoric, was published with Syracuse University Press in 2014.
Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education was published with Michigan University
Press in 2017 and is available in an open-access version online. Disabled Upon Arrival:
Eugenics, Immigration, and the Construction of Race and Disability was published in 2018
with Ohio State University Press. He is the the Founding Editor of the Canadian Journal of
Disability Studies.

Disability and Immigration in Australia: A Past Still Present?

This talk explores the ways in which settler-colonial states utilize the category of disability in immigration
drawing up eugenic ideas of productivity and citizen value and worth to the national polity and economy.
Focusing on the case of Australia and drawing on a range of historical and current empirical sources, the
paper examines the central importance of the category of disability to this settler-colonial political intent.
The paper concludes with the suggestion that the state mobilization of the category of disability provides us
with a unique way to identify, understand and analyse settler-colonial power and the interrelationship of
disability, settler-colonial immigration regimes and Indigenous people under its enterprise.

Karen Soldatic... Professor, School of Social Sciences & Institute Fellow, Institute for
Culture and Society, Western Sydney University. She was awarded a Fogarty Foundation
Excellence in Education Fellowship for 2006-2009, a British Academy International
Fellowship in 2012, a fellowship at The Centre for Human Rights Education at Curtin
University (2011-2012), where she remains an Adjunct Fellow, and an Australian Research
Council DECRA Fellowship (2016—2019). Her research on global welfare regimes builds on




her 20 years of experience as an international (Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Indonesia), national and state-based
senior policy analyst, researcher and practitioner. She obtained her PhD (Distinction) in 2010 from the
University of Western Australia. Karen is Istro-Romanian, the smallest ethnolinguistic minority group in
Europe, formally recognised by UNESCO. Karen's research on Australian society and settler colonialism is
shaped by her lived experience of being the child of immigrants: her father, an illegal immigrant upon his
arrival and her mother, removed from her family under Australia's child removal policies.

Return to schedule




Eugenics, Indigenous Displacement and Migration: Indian Citizenship Act

7.25-8.30pm UK / 3.25-4.30pm AT / 2.25-3.30pm ET / 1.25-2.30pm CDT / 11.25am-12.30pm PT
Panellists: Angela Gonzales, Sandra Sanchez, Kerri J. Malloy
Chair: tbd

Angela Gonzales Sandra Sanchez Kerri J. Malloy Nicole Burns

- Citizenship as a Foreign Affair: Considering Tribal Sovereignty and Immigration Law, 1924-1952 /
Sandra Sanchez

- Assimilation, Political Status and Dispossession: The Indian Citizenship Act at 100 Years / Kerri
Malloy

- The compounding impacts of land displacement on Indigenous Peoples: Considering mental health
and continued resistance to colonialism / Nicole Burns

- Title and abstract to follow / Angela Gonzales

ABSTRACTS AND BIOGRAPHIES:

The compounding impacts of land displacement on Indigenous Peoples: Considering mental health
and continued resistance to colonialism

This presentation will discuss the ongoing and compounding negative impacts of land displacement on
Indigenous Peoples globally. It will highlight how health and wellness are holistic and how land is a social
determinant of Indigenous Peoples' health. The presentation will conclude with some examples of
resurgence and revitalization happening in the Canadian context to address the negative impacts of land
dispossession.

Nicole Burns... is a settler on Turtle Island and has been living on the traditional territories
of the Attawandaron, Anishnaabeg, and Haudenosaunee Peoples for the last decade. Nicole
is a PhD candidate at the Balsillie School of International Affairs, University of Waterloo,
specializing in Global Justice and Human Rights. Nicole’s master’s research focused on
Indigenous Peoples right to free, prior, and informed consent in relation to any development
or extraction that would take place on their lands. The impacts of development on Indigenous
Peoples lands are complex and affect economic, social, mental, and physical health. Since
2016, Nicole has been engaged in community-led capacity building, primarily working with
Indigenous communities across Canada on various health and wellness initiatives. She has worked in
numerous capacities supporting the research direction of Indigenous partners. Nicole is continuing her PhD
research focusing on Indigenous Peoples inherent right to self-government.

Citizenship as a Foreign Affair: Considering Tribal Sovereignty and Immigration Law, 1924-1952

In the immediate decades following the passage of the Indian Citizenship Act and the Immigration Acts of
1924, tribal leaders mobilized against restrictions on border crossing and labor migration by leveraging
international legal arbitration. This paper examines the legal precedents of protecting Indigenous border



crossing rights in the mid-20th century to situate together struggles for migrant justice and tribal
sovereignty.

Sandra Sanchez... Is a Ph.D. candidate working within the fields of Native Studies and
Immigration History. Their dissertation, “Alien Nationhood: U.S. Immigration Policy, Border
Enforcement and the Formation of Native Citizenship” examines the contested legal history
and activism of Native communities in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A
comparative study of immigration law across national borders, their work considers how
categories of illegality and exclusion shaped both migrant and Indigenous people moving
between settler territories. Sandra graduated with Honors in History, Chinese Language &
Literature, and Indigenous Studies from the University of Kansas in 2018, and is currently a
curatorial fellow in the Western Americana Collection at the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.
Previously, they worked for the Program in Latinx History & Culture at the Smithsonian National Museum
of American History, and the Kansas Geological Survey. In 2019-2020, Sandra was Co-President for the
Yale History Department Andrews Society and continues to serve as a Graduate Affiliate for Timothy Dwight
College.

Assimilation, Political Status and Dispossession: The Indian Citizenship Act at 100 Years

Unlike those who immigrated to the US, American Indians did not aspire to become US citizens; they sought
to remain separate from the settler communities. Shortly after the first generation of American Indian
children left the Indian Boarding School system, the Indian Citizenship Act was passed on June 2, 1924.
This article will analyze and explain the impacts of the Indian Citizenship Act and the complex nature of
American Indian citizenship.

Kerri J. Malloy... (enrolled Yurok and of Karuk descent) is an interdisciplinary scholar of
Indigenous and genocide studies whose research explores the potential obstacles and
application of transitional justice in societies that have experienced genocide or mass atrocity
events. He interrogates the need for systemic change in social structures that were complicit
in mass violence and genocide and the promotion of transitional justice in response to human
rights violations through judicial and political reform. Guiding this line of inquiry is the
question, is it feasible for systemic structures that were complicit in the promotion and
commission of mass violence and genocide and have not transformed to encourage
transitional justice and healing in deeply divided societies? From the perspective of critical Indigenous
studies, the extent to which transitional justice is possible without the regime change of the settler-colonial
systemic educational and governmental structures is in question. Although regime change may have
positive implications for transitional justice, it also poses negative consequences in the strategic calculus
for genocide and mass atrocity, particularly for states anxious to secure their sovereignty from threats from
within, either real or imagined. The broader significance of his work is the application and identification
practices for healing deeply divided societies by integrating disparate fields of research. Researching and
writing about the healing of deeply divided societies are not enough to prevent atrocities from happening.
The theories developed through these scholarly pursuits must have practical application to prevent and
assist in reconstruction after a genocidal or mass atrocity event. He interweaves his research with teaching
to further the movement in the field by demonstrating to students that all disciplines and career paths can
affect positive change. In his teaching, he encourages the expression of divergent viewpoints in classroom
discussion employing intuitive and empathetic facilitation to provide all voices a place to be heard. Engaging
with fraught issues contextualized by the multifaceted experiences of diverse groups and individuals
demonstrates how past events impact the world today. The classroom environment should enhance
students' abilities to answer probative questions and express their thoughts and feelings. Vigorous debate
and reflection are essential to developing critical thinking, clear communication, and the formation of logical
arguments and skill sets that will serve students far beyond their time in the classroom.




(Abstract and title to follow shortly)

Angela Gonzales... Is an enrolled citizen of the Hopi Nation from the Village of Songoopavi
(Spider clan) and Professor in the School of Social Transformation. She joined the ASU
faculty in Fall 2016 after 10 years on the faculty at Cornell University. As an interdisciplinary
scholar, Gonzales’s research cuts across and integrates the fields of sociology, American
Indian/Indigenous studies, and public health. Her projects include a 5-year NCI-funded
study, Enhancing Cervical Cancer Prevention Strategies among Hopi Women and
Adolescents. Conducted in partnership with the Hopi Tribe, this two-part study examined the human
papillomavirus (HPV) across the life course to identify the presence of high-risk HPV types in American
Indian women and identify factors associated with parental acceptability of the HPV vaccination among
adolescent girls. In 2009, Gonzales co-curated the Smithsonian exhibit, InDivisible: African Native American
Lives in the Americans, a collaboration between the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian
and the National Museum of African American History and Culture. Gonzales has received numerous
awards, fellowships, and grants for her scholarship, teaching and community service, including the Ford
Foundation Diversity Pre-doctoral and Post-doctoral Fellowships, the Kaplan Award for Public Service
(Cornell), and the Katrin H. Lamon Fellowship at the School for Advanced Research (Santa Fe, NM).
Gonzales strives to embody the Hopi values of sumingnawa (working together with others) and numingnawa
(working for the benefit of all) through her research and service. She currently serves on the Board for the
Colorado Plateau Foundation, a Native-led foundation that supports the protection of water, protection of
sacred places and threatened landscapes, preservation of Native languages, and sustainable community-
based agriculture. She is also a founding Board Member of the Hopi Education Endowment Fund, an
organization of Hopi college and university graduates working to collectively inspire and assist future
generations of Hopi college students. Gonzales holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from Harvard University, an
Ed.M. from the Harvard Graduate School of Education, and a B.A. in Sociology from the University of
California, Riverside.

Return to schedule




Population Bomb, The Great Replacement Theory and Pronatalism

4-5.05pm UK / 12pm-1.05pm AT / 11am-12.05pm ET / 10-11.05am CDT / 8-9.05am PT
Panellists: Anne Hendrixson, Rajani Bhatia, Marcy Darnovsky, Emily Merchant
Chair: Lisa Ikemoto

Emily Merchant Anne Hendrixson Rajani Bhatia Marcy Darnovsky Lisa Ikemoto
- The Long (ish) History of the Population Bomb / Emily Merchant
- Resurgent eugenics and demographic anxieties / Anne Hendrixson and Rajani Bhatia
- Better Babies for Billionaires / Marcy Darnovsky
Panel chaired by Lisa lkemoto

ABSTRACTS AND BIOGRAPHIES:

The Long (ish) History of the Population Bomb

This presentation traces the longer history of the population bomb idea and its relationship to great
replacement ideology, beginning about 100 years before the publication of Paul Ehrlich’s The Population
Bomb in 1968. It argues that the theories that would coalesce into the population bomb originated in the
anti-immigrant sentiment of the late-nineteenth-century United States, and traces their fusion with
conservation and environmentalism into the eco-fascism of the late-twentieth century.

Emily Klancher Merchant... is an associate professor of Science and Technology Studies
at UC Davis, where she teaches courses on gender and science, health and medical
technologies, and the analysis and visualization of quantitative and textual data. She is the
author of Building the Population Bomb (Oxford University Press, 2021), which received the
Merle Curti Intellectual History Award from the Organization of American Historians and the
Otis Dudley Duncan Book Award from the American Sociological Association, and is co-
editor of the forthcoming volume DNA, Race, and Reproduction (University of California Press, 2025).

Resurgent eugenics and demographic anxieties

Demographic anxieties over a century old related to white “race suicide” and eugenics have resurfaced in
the form of “The Great Replacement” (GR) and "Demographic Winter" (DW) or depopulation panics. GR
promotes the idea that liberal elites are strategically orchestrating mass immigration of non-white peoples
to replace white populations on the decline. It fuels an eco-fascist narrative that justifies anti-immigrant
policies, border securitization, and violence against racialized groups, whose very presence “threatens”
(white) Euro-American landscape and cultural ecologies. Closely related to GR is discourse on DWs both
in national and global contexts that raises alarms over fertility rates falling below
replacements levels and advocates for more and better babies.
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